Letter to the Editor

Immunogold-Silver
Staining Method at the Transmission Electron Microscopic Level
We have read with great interest the report by Otsuki et al. (5) in which lymphocyte cell surface antigens were detected by means of the immunogold-silver staining(IGSS)method in light and electron microscopy. We have recently described (1, 3, 4) an IGSS approach for the study of lymphocyte subpopulations in transmission electron microscopy, using the same silver enhancement reagents (IntenSE II kit;Janssen, Beerse, Belgium) utilized by Otsuki and co-workers as well as colloidal gold partides ofthe same size (5 am).
We would like to comment on some of the conclusions drawn by the authors(S).
They claim that 5-nm gold particles enhanced with the physical developer for 3 mm at room temperature yield optimal results in IGSS, and that this method makes possible the semiquantitative evaluation of the immunolabeling.
In our experience, despite our best efforts to keep the temperature constant at 22'C and to control the conditions ofpH and development time, we have found great variability in the degree of development between expenimentsperformed using the IntenSE II reagent. Therefore, in our previous reports (1, 4) , we suggested that 6 mm is the time required to reach a suitable enhancement that allows rapid examination of the samples even at low magnification.
To avoid this drawback, Lab et al (2) 
